Executive Summary
• Americans' belief in the reality of global warming has increased by 13 percentage points over the past two and a half years, from 57 percent in January 2010 to 70 percent in September 2012.
• At the same time, the number of Americans who say global warming is not happening has declined nearly by half, from 20 percent in January 2010 to 12 percent today.
• Those who believe global warming is happening are more certain than those who do not. Over half of Americans who believe global warming is happening (57%) say they are "very" (30%) or "extremely sure" (27%).
• By contrast, for the first time since 2008, fewer than 50 percent of the unconvinced are very (27%) or extremely sure of their view (15%), a decrease of 15 percentage points since March 2012.
• For the first time since 2008, more than half of Americans (54%) believe global warming is caused mostly by human activities, an increase of 8 points since March 2012. The proportion of Americans who say it is caused mostly by natural changes in the environment has declined to 30 percent (from 37% in March).
• For the first time since November 2008, Americans are more likely to believe most scientists agree that global warming is happening than believe there is disagreement on the subject (44% versus 36%, respectively). This is an increase of 9 points since March 2012.
• Today over half of Americans (58%) say they are "somewhat" or "very worried" -now at its highest level since November 2008.
• Americans increasingly perceive global warming as a threat to themselves (42%, up 13 points since March 2012), their families (46%, up 13 points), and/or people in their communities (48%, up 14 percentage points).
• Global warming is also perceived as a growing threat to people in the United States (57%, up 11 points since March 2012), in other modern industrialized countries (57%, up 8 points since March), and in developing countries (64%, up 12 points since March).
• A growing number of Americans believe global warming is already harming people both at home and abroad. Four in ten say people around the world are being harmed right now by climate change (40%, up 8 percentage points since March 2012), while 36 percent say global warming is currently harming people in the United States (up 6 points since March).
• Three out of four Americans (76%) say they trust climate scientists as a source of information about global warming, making them the most trusted source asked about in the survey. Scientists (who do not specialize in climate) are also trusted by a majority of Americans (67%), as are TV weather reporters (60%).
Climate Change Beliefs
A growing majority of Americans believe global warming is happening.
Seven in ten Americans (70%) believe global warming is happening. Relatively few -only 12 percent -believe it is not.
Americans' belief in the reality of global warming has increased by 13 percentage points over the past two and a half years, from 57 percent in January 2010 to 70 percent in September 2012. At the same time, the number of Americans who say global warming is not happening has declined nearly by half, from 20 percent in January 2010 to 12 percent today. Several years ago, the proportion of Americans holding this belief fell sharply (down 10 points from 57% in November 2008 to 47% in January 2010), but has risen back to near-2008 levels in the past six months (from 46% in March up to 54% today).
At the same time, belief that global warming is due mostly to natural changes in the environment is at its lowest level since our tracking surveys began (30%).
More Americans believe scientists agree global warming is happening.
The great majority of climate scientists have concluded that global warming is happening, human caused and, if left unchecked, will have serious consequences for humans and the natural world. Yet, over the years, there has been considerable confusion within the American public about this scientific agreement.
Understanding of scientific agreement about the existence of global warming today appears to be on the rise. For the first time since 2008, Americans are more likely to believe most scientists agree that global warming is happening than believe there is widespread disagreement on the subject (44% versus 36%, respectively). This is an increase of 9 percentage points since March 2012.
This finding reverses a prior trend, in which Americans were more likely to believe scientists disagreed than agreed about the phenomenon.
Perceived Threat More Americans are "very worried" about global warming.
Today over half of Americans (58%) say they are "somewhat" or "very worried" about global warming, and the number who say they are "very worried" has risen 5 percentage points over the past six months, from 11 percent in March to 16 percent in September 2012.
The number of Americans worried about global warming -in total and those "very worried" -is now at its highest level since November 2008.
Global warming still seen as a relatively distant threat.
Over many years of research, we have consistently found that, on average, Americans view climate change as a threat distant in space and time -a risk that will primarily affect far away places, other species or future generations more than people here and now.
We still find this same pattern, in which fewer than half of Americans (42%) believe they personally will be harmed a "moderate amount" or a "great deal". By contrast, over half believe that global warming will harm future generations of people (68%), plant and animal species (68%), people in developing countries (64%), people in the U.S. (57%), and people in other industrialized societies (57%).
However, Americans increasingly perceive global warming as a growing threat to themselves, their families, and local communities.
A growing number of Americans say they or someone near them will be personally harmed by global warming. More than four out of ten now say global warming will harm themselves (42%, up 13 points since March 2012), their family (46%, up 13 points), and/or people in their community (48%, up 14 percentage points).
Global warming is also perceived as a growing threat to others. Americans are also increasingly think that global warming will harm people in the United States (57%, up 11 points since March 2012), in other modern industrialized countries (57%, up 8 points since March), and in developing countries (64%, up 12 points since March).
Global warming also perceived as a growing threat to future generations and other species.
Americans also think global warming will cause a moderate amount or great deal of harm to future generations of people (68%, up 3 points since March 2012) and/or to plant and animal species (68%, up 4 points since March).
More Americans say global warming is harming people now.
A growing number of Americans believe global warming is already harming people both at home and abroad.
Today, four in ten say people around the world are being harmed right now by climate change (40%, up 8 percentage points since March, 2012), while 36 percent say global warming is currently harming people in the United States (up 6 points since March).
Need for More Information
Fewer Americans say they could easily change their mind about global warming.
Only three in ten Americans (32%) agree that they could easily change their mind about global warming, a 6-point drop since March 2012.
Fewer Americans say they need more information about global warming.
Over the past year and a half, a growing number of Americans say they have all the information they need to form a firm opinion about global warming, from 23 percent in May 2011, to 30 percent today.
In the same time period, the number who say they need "some" or "a lot more" information on the subject declined 7 percentage points, from 52 percent in May, 2011, to 45 percent today. These findings suggest that more people are making up their minds about global warming.
Nonetheless, a solid majority of Americans -70 percent -say they would like at least a "little more" information about the subject.
Trust
Climate scientists are Americans' most trusted source of information. 
